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AGENDA

LEGAL: Legalization of Social Media Rights

Over the course of these two days, delegates will engage in discussions not only on
the legal frameworks surrounding social media but also on the ethical, social, and
political implications of granting clear social media rights. Introducing the agenda: The
Legalization of Social Media Rights.

During the conference, delegates will debate whether social media rights should be
formally recognized and legalized on an international scale, and if so, what specific
rights and responsibilities should be included. They will explore how this legalization
could affect national laws, individual freedoms, corporate responsibilities, and global
cooperation. Additionally, delegates will consider problems such as censorships,
misinformations, privacy concerns, and much more, aiming to propose balanced and
effective solutions.



1. Letter From the Secretary General

Dear Delegates,

It’s an indescribable honour to welcome you to the AKA Model United Nations 2025.
As the Secretary General of this conference, | am truly excited to witness your
debates as you work to find meaningful solutions to global issues.

As you attend this conference, | strongly encourage you to open your mind to new
ideas. This year, our academic team has worked diligently to provide you with
guidelines that will support your MUN journey. We advise you to approach the
agenda earnestly. Over many years, the world has changed in both bitter and hopeful
ways, and through this conference, we aim to emphasize the importance of world
peace more than ever.

AKA Model United Nations is a place where your voice can be heard. We believe

that this conference is a great opportunity for you to express

yourselves and discuss current topics. Our hope is that AKA Model United Nations will
open new doors for you.

| look forward to meeting you all and witnessing the remarkable debates ahead.
Warm regards,

Oguz TEKINSOY
Secretary-General
tekoguz40@gmail.com



2. Letter From the Under Secretary General of LEGAL

Dear Distinguished Delegates,

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the LEGAL Committee of Akamun’25. | would like
to thank you for being part of this conference and for your interest in our agenda
item, “Legalization of Social Media Rights.”

Social media plays an important role in today’s modern world, but it also brings many
legal challenges. Issues such as freedom of expression, privacy, and the
responsibilities of the states and the social media companies will be discussed
carefully in our committee.

In this committee, you are expected to approach the topic from a legal point of view
and consider existing international laws and human rights principles. | encourage you
to be open-minded, respectful, and cooperative during the debates. And if you have
any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact us.

| hope you will find this committee both educational and enjoyable. | wish you all a
successful conference.

Kind regards,
Mdrvet Yaren Elingi

USG of LEGAL Committee
yarenmurvet@gmail.com

0533 1483159



3. Introduction to the Committee
a. What is the LEGAL committee?

The LEGAL Committee, also commonly known as The United Nations General
Assembly Sixth Committee, is the primary forum for the consideration of issues
related to international law within the United Nations. The Legal Committee takes on
the responsibility of promoting the progressive development and codification of
international law, supervising current treaties and drafting new ones, and
strengthening the international legal framework within the UN. Being in a strong
collaboration with the International Law Commission (ILC) and other UN bodies, the
Legal Committee ensures that an organization or a government complies to its laws
and contractual regulations and influencing other states to follow in their path. The
Sixth Committee encourages states to assume the legal frameworks, stimulating
universal cooperation on conventions such as those related to human rights, war
crimes, and the environment. The Legal Committee contributes to the creation of a
more just, stable, and lawful international order.

b. Mandate of the LEGAL committee

The Sixth Committee is responsible for issues related to international law within the United
Nations General Assembly. Its main mandate is to support the development, clarification, and
improvement of international legal rules that regulate relations between states.

One of the committee’s key tasks is to review existing international laws and discuss whether
they are clear, effective, and fair. When legal rules are outdated, unclear, or incomplete, the
Sixth Committee provides an environment where states can discuss possible improvements
and future legal developments.

The committee also plays an important role in the codification of international law, which
means organizing legal principles and state practices into written legal texts such as draft
articles, declarations, or conventions. Aiming to help make international law easier to
understand and apply with this process.

Although the Sixth Committee can adopt resolutions and recommendations, these decisions
are generally not legally binding. However, they often form the basis for future international
treaties and conventions that may later become binding once states agree to them.

The Sixth Committee also talks about legal questions. These include how to understand
international agreements, what responsibilities states have, and the role of international



courts and organizations. Overall, the committee aims to strengthen respect for international
law and promote long-term cooperation between states.

4. Introduction to the Agenda Item

a. Understanding the Agenda

In today’s interconnected world, social media platforms have become essential
spaces for communication, expression, and the exchange of information. However,
the rapid growth of social media has also raised complex legal and ethical questions
regarding users’ rights, privacy, freedom of speech, and the responsibilities of
platforms and governments.

The agenda item, Legalization of Social Media Rights, focuses on establishing clear
and enforceable legal frameworks to protect users' rights on social media without
forgetting the challenges of misinformation, censorship, and digital security. Delegates
will discuss the importance and necessity of international cooperation to create
standardized regulations that is to ensure freedom of speech, privacy, and promote
responsible platform management.

This agenda invites delegates to critically examine the current challenges and
opportunities in regulating social media and to propose solutions to come into conclusion for
human rights in the digital era.
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b. Key Terms and Definitions

Social Media Rights

Social media rights refer to the set of rights and freedoms individuals have when
using digital platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, TikTok, and others. These
rights intersect with human rights, including freedom of expression, privacy, access to
information, and protection from discrimination or harassment online.

Legalization

Legalization is the process of officially allowing and regulating an activity, practice, or
substance that was previously considered illegal or unregulated. This process ensures
that the activity is recognized, controlled, and monitored by the state or relevant
authorities. Legalization does not simply mean “removing the prohibition”; it also
involves conducting the activity safely and responsibly under specific rules,
limitations, and standards.

Freedom of Speech / Expression

Freedom of Speech or Expression is the fundamental human right that allows
individuals to express their opinions, ideas, beliefs, or information freely
without undue interference or censorship by the government or other
authorities. This right includes spoken, written, digital, artistic, and symbolic
forms of communication. While it guarantees the ability to voice one’s views, it
may be subject to certain limitations to prevent harm, such as incitement to
violence, hate speech, or threats to national security.

Privacy Rights
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Privacy rights are the fundamental rights that allow individuals to control their
personal information, communications, and private life without unwarranted
interference or surveillance by governments, companies, or other individuals.
These rights protect people from unauthorized access, misuse, or exposure of
their personal data and ensure that individuals can make choices about what
information they share and with whom.

Data Protection

Data protection is the set of laws, policies, and practices that aim to safeguard
personal and sensitive information from unauthorized access, misuse, or loss.
It ensures that data such as names, contact details, financial records, health
information, or online activity is collected, stored, processed, and shared
responsibly, securely, and transparently.

Censorship

Censorship is the practice of suppressing, restricting, or controlling
information, ideas, or expression that can be accessed by the public, usually by
governments, institutions, or media platforms. It can apply to speech,
literature, news, social media, art, or any form of communication, often to
prevent content considered harmful, offensive, politically sensitive, or against
societal norms.

Misinformation

Misinformation refers to false, inaccurate, or misleading information shared
without intent to harm, which can spread through social media, news outlets,
or word of mouth. Unlike disinformation, which is deliberate, misinformation
often spreads unintentionally but can still cause confusion, panic, or damage to
individuals, communities, or public trust.
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Digital Security

Digital security refers to the comprehensive set of strategies, technologies, and
practices aimed at protecting digital devices, networks, systems, and data from
unauthorized access, cyberattacks, theft, or damage. It ensures that personal,
organizational, and governmental information remains confidential, accurate,
and accessible only to authorized users. Digital security also involves proactive
measures to detect and prevent cyber threats, secure online communications,
and safeguard sensitive information from misuse or exploitation.

Platform Governance

Platform governance refers to the policies, rules, and mechanisms that
regulate the operation, content, and user behavior on digital platforms, such as
social media networks, online marketplaces, and communication apps. It
determines how platforms manage issues like content moderation, privacy,
data protection, misinformation, hate speech, and user accountability, while
balancing freedom of expression and public safety. Platform governance
involves both the platforms’ internal rules and their compliance with national
and international laws.

User Accountability

User accountability refers to the principle that individuals or entities using
digital platforms are responsible for their actions, content, and behavior
online. It emphasizes that users must adhere to platform rules, legal
requirements, and ethical standards, and may face consequences for violations
such as harassment, spreading misinformation, cyberbullying, or illegal activity.
User accountability helps maintain a safe, respectful, and trustworthy digital
environment while balancing rights like freedom of expression and privacy.

Content Moderation

The process by which online platforms, social media sites, and digital
communities monitor, review, and manage user-generated content to ensure it
follows rules, laws, and community guidelines. This includes identifying and
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removing content that is harmful, illegal, offensive, or misleading, as well as
promoting safe, respectful, and reliable communication. Content moderation
can be done manually by human moderators or automatically using algorithms
and artificial intelligence. It plays a key role in protecting users, maintaining
trust, and preventing the spread of harmful information online.

Algorithm Transparency

Algorithm transparency is the practice of making the processes and rules
behind computer programs or automated systems clear and understandable. It
ensures that people can see how decisions are made, what data is being used,
and why certain outcomes occur. This helps build trust, allows for
accountability, and reduces the risk of bias or unfair treatment in areas like
social media, finance, or government services.

Cyberbullying

Cyberbullying is the use of digital technology, such as social media, messaging
apps, or online games, to intentionally harass, threaten, or humiliate someone.
Unlike traditional bullying, it can happen anytime and reach a wide audience
quickly, often leaving lasting emotional or psychological effects. Addressing
cyberbullying involves promoting online safety, digital responsibility, and legal
or school-based interventions.

Hate Speech

Hate speech is any form of communication—spoken, written, or online—that
attacks, insults, or discriminates against an individual or group based on
characteristics such as race, religion, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation,
disability, or nationality. It can create fear, promote prejudice, and increase
social tensions, sometimes even leading to violence or other serious harm.
Combating hate speech requires balancing the protection of freedom of
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expression with clear rules against harmful speech, promoting education about
diversity, and encouraging respectful dialogue in communities and online
spaces.

International Regulation

International regulation refers to rules, agreements, or standards created by
countries or international organizations to manage activities that cross borders.
These regulations help ensure cooperation, safety, fairness, and accountability
in areas like trade, the environment, human rights, and cybersecurity. They are
important because they set common expectations for nations, prevent
conflicts, and address global challenges that no single country can solve alone.

Digital Rights

Digital rights are the rights and freedoms that individuals have in the online
world, including the internet, social media, and other digital platforms. They
include the right to privacy, freedom of expression, access to information, and
protection from online harms like cyberbullying, hacking, or identity theft.
Protecting digital rights ensures that people can use technology safely, fairly,
and responsibly, while also holding governments, corporations, and online
platforms accountable for respecting these rights. These rights are becoming
increasingly important as more aspects of daily life move online, affecting
education, work, communication, and access to services.

Access to Information
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Access to information is the right of individuals to seek, receive, and share
information freely from public sources, governments, or other organizations. It
enables people to make informed decisions, participate meaningfully in
society, hold authorities accountable, and protect their rights. Ensuring access
to information is essential for promoting transparency, democracy, human
rights, and social development. This right covers both offline and online
sources, including official government documents, educational and scientific
research, media reporting, and digital platforms, helping individuals stay
informed and engaged in both local and global issues.

Online Harassment

Online harassment is the use of the internet, social media, messaging apps, or
other digital platforms to repeatedly threaten, intimidate, or target someone in
a harmful way. It can include sending abusive messages, spreading false
information, sharing private content without consent, or encouraging others to
attack someone online. Online harassment can cause serious emotional,
mental, and social harm and is often more difficult to escape than offline
bullying because it can happen at any time and reach a wide audience.
Addressing it requires promoting online safety, responsible digital behavior,
and legal or community-based interventions.

Terms of Service

Terms of Service are the rules and agreements that users must accept in order
to use a website, app, or online platform. They explain what users are allowed
to do, what is prohibited, how the platform collects and uses personal data,
and the responsibilities of both the user and the service provider.
Understanding and following these terms is important because they protect
users’ rights, ensure safety, and prevent misuse of the platform. Terms of
Service also form a legal contract, meaning that breaking the rules can result in
warnings, suspension, or permanent bans. Being aware of ToS is especially
important when sharing personal information, posting content, or participating
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in online communities, as it helps users make informed choices and use digital
services responsibly.

Digital Divide

The digital divide refers to the gap between individuals, communities, or
countries in terms of access to digital technology, the internet, and digital
skills. Some people have fast internet, modern devices, and the knowledge to
use them effectively, while others lack these resources, limiting their
opportunities in education, work, healthcare, and civic participation. The
digital divide can increase social and economic inequality, making it harder for
disadvantaged groups to fully participate in the modern digital world.
Addressing the digital divide involves improving infrastructure, affordability,
digital literacy, and policies that ensure equal access to technology for
everyone.

User Consent

User content is any material—such as text, images, videos, comments, reviews,
or other contributions—that a person creates and shares on a website, app, or
digital platform. Users usually retain control over their content, but it is subject
to platform rules, including Terms of Service, community guidelines, and
copyright laws. Most platforms require users to be at least 13 years old to
create an account or post content, in order to protect younger users from
online risks. User content allows people to express themselves, share
knowledge, participate in online communities, and influence discussions. Both
users and platforms are responsible for ensuring that content is appropriate,
legal, and does not harm, harass, or infringe on the rights of others. Proper
management of user content helps create safe, fair, and inclusive digital spaces
for everyone.

Surveillance
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Surveillance is the monitoring of people, activities, or information, often using
technology such as cameras, internet tracking, or data collection tools. It can
be carried out by governments, organizations, or companies to ensure security,
enforce laws, or gather information. While surveillance can help prevent crime,
improve safety, and manage resources, it can also raise concerns about privacy,
personal freedom, and misuse of data. Balancing the benefits and risks of
surveillance is important to protect individual rights while maintaining public
safety.

Encryption

Encryption is the process of converting information or data into a coded form
that can only be accessed or read by someone with the correct key or
password. It is used widely to protect sensitive information online, such as
emails, messages, passwords, financial transactions, personal data, and other
digital communications. Encryption helps ensure privacy, prevent hacking, and
secure communication on digital platforms, making online activities safer for
individuals and organizations. While it is vital for protecting personal and
corporate data, it can also create challenges for law enforcement and
governments, who may need access to encrypted information for
investigations. Encryption is a key part of modern digital life, including online
banking, messaging apps, cloud storage, e-commerce, and even secure
government communications.

5.Critical Countries’ Views on the Topic

NEPAL -



Nepal generally provides open access to the global internet and major social media
platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, YouTube and X, with most users able
to access these services freely. While the government typically does not impose long-
term platform bans, it has taken temporary actions at times—for example, blocking
TikTok in 2023 due to concerns over social harmony and harmful content. Internet
freedom exists but is moderated by laws against hate speech, misinformation and
content deemed threatening to public order.

TURKIYE-

Turkey provides broad access to global social media platforms such as X (Twitter),
Instagram, Facebook, TikTok and YouTube, but it also enforces periods of restriction—
especially during crises, security incidents or major political events. While platforms
are generally available, the government can temporarily block access to limit the
spread of content it considers harmful to public order. Social media companies are
also required to follow local laws, maintain representatives in the country and
respond to content-removal requests.

AFGHANISTAN-

Under Taliban rule, Afghanistan’s internet and social media landscape is increasingly
restricted. In recent months, access to major platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and
Snapchat has been intentionally filtered by the government. There was a 48-hour
nationwide internet blackout at the end of September 2025, followed by a partial ban
on fiber-optic services in some provinces, officially justified as a campaign against
“immorality.” Human rights experts, including from the U.N., have criticized these
measures, warning they disproportionately harm marginalized groups like women,
who rely on online access for education and community.



CHINA-

China maintains one of the world’s most restrictive internet environments. The
amount of control government has over social media and online content is
suffocating. Global platforms are blocked to access as only domestic alternatives like
WeChat Weibo and Douyin which also are in a strict control state with real-time
censorship. Access to foreign websites and politically sensitive content is
blocked/removed through the government's “Great Firewall” filter.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-

The United States generally allows broad access to the global internet and social
media platforms, operating with relatively few government-imposed bans. Yet

on January 19, 2025, TikTok was temporarily banned nationwide due to a new law
citing national security concerns. After about 12 hours, it was restored following a
promise from President-elect Trump to delay enforcement. While the U.S. doesn’t
usually block social media outright, this incident shows that under certain legal and
political pressures, even major platforms can face sudden temporary shutdowns.

NORTH KOREA-

North Korea is a country where the media is heavily restricted, and the internet
Access is under a tight control. The public is forbidden from using the global internet
and are only given access to the local internet controlled by the government, called
“Kwang Myong”. Platforms such as Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram are banned.
The regime enforces strict censorship to block information flow and maintain control
over society. In contrast, it uses certain social media accounts and websites for



propaganda directed at the outside World (Uriminzokkiri), though these are entirely
state controlled.

6. Questions a Resolution Should Adress/Answer

a. Social Media Rights / Digital Rights

As social media becomes central to communication and public life, protecting users’
fundamental digital rights is crucial. These rights include freedom of expression,
privacy, and access to information, and they must be safeguarded across borders.
Question referred below should be addressed:

What specific rights should be recognized under “social media rights” (e.g.,
freedom of expression, privacy, access to information)?

b. Online Hate Speech and Misinformation

The spread of hate speech and misinformation online threatens social cohesion,
public safety, and democratic processes. Strategies are needed to mitigate harmful
content while upholding freedom of expression. Questions referred below should be
addressed:

What measures can be implemented to prevent the spread of misinformation
without enabling censorship?

What can prevent the misuse of social media laws for censorship or political
suppression?



What measures can be implemented to prevent the spread of misinformation
without enabling censorship?

c. Privacy and Data Protection

Digital platforms collect vast amounts of personal data, raising concerns about
privacy and user consent. Establishing global standards and accountability
mechanisms is essential to protect individuals’ information. Questions referred below
should be addressed:

What measures can be implemented to prevent the spread of misinformation
without enabling censorship?

How can individuals be given greater control over their personal data across
borders?

d. Platform Accountability and Regulation

Social media platforms hold significant influence over information dissemination
and public discourse. Ensuring accountability and creating regulatory frameworks is
critical to prevent misuse and protecting the users’ rights. Questions referred below
should be addressed:

How can international law ensure accountability for violations of users’ rights
committed by social media platforms?

How can international companies act on cross-border digital rights violations?

What accountability mechanisms should exist for companies that fail to protect
user privacy?

How can international law ensure accountability for violations of users’ rights
committed by digital platforms?

e. Balancing Free Speech and Protection



Freedom of speech is a fundamental right, yet it must be balanced with protections
against hate speech, harassment, and misinformation. Transparent and fair
moderation standards are necessary to uphold both safety and expression. Questions
referred below should be addressed:

How can a balance be struck between user protection, free speech, and
platform autonomy?

How can governments balance the protection of free speech with the need to
fight hate speech, misinformation, and online harassment?

What regulatory frameworks can prevent platforms from being misused for
political suppression or censorship?

Should there be a universal legal definition of online hate speech,
misinformation, and digital privacy?

f. International Cooperation

Digital rights violations often occur across borders, requiring international
coordination. Collaboration among governments, platforms, and international
organizations is needed to establish consistent protections and enforce accountability.
Questions referred below should be addressed:

What global standards should be established for digital privacy, data
protection, and consent in social media usage?

How can civil society, governments, and platforms collaborate to create
fair moderation standards?
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